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Fullbrook School Students Triumph in National Reading Champions Quiz
Fullbrook School is celebrating an outstanding achievement as its reading quiz team
secured victory in both their regional heat, and the national grand final in London.

The journey began in 2024, when the Reading Champions Quiz, organised by the National
Literacy Trust, was introduced to students through the school library. With an already
thriving culture of reading supported by weekly book club sessions and library lessons,
students enthusiastically embraced the opportunity to take part.

In their first year of participation, the team achieved an impressive second place in the
regional heat. While already a significant accomplishment, the experience of competing
online against other schools left the students inspired and determined. As they declared at
the time: “Next year we are going to London!”

True to their word, the team returned this academic year with renewed determination.
Comprised of two returning members and three new recruits, the group began meeting
regularly in the school library in January, fully committing themselves to preparation. As
one student described, they quickly became “locked in,” reading widely across genres,
sharing ideas, and recommending books to one another. Their hard work paid off, with the
team winning their regional heat in spectacular fashion.

The moment the result was announced sparked scenes of celebration, with students eager
to share the news immediately, rushing from the library to the Head’s office, barely able to
contain their excitement.

Beyond the competition itself, the journey has had a lasting impact. The team’s confidence
and enthusiasm for reading has flourished, and their shared passion has led to strong
friendships. Their commitment even extended beyond school hours, with the creation of a
Reading Champions WhatsApp group, used for everything from tracking reading progress
to sharing book-related humour.

Throughout the process, the students have also become exceptional ambassadors for
reading within Fullbrook School. By actively recommending books and sharing their
enthusiasm with peers, they have demonstrated the power and joy of reading for pleasure.
Mrs Churcher, the school librarian, who has supported the team throughout the journey,
praised their dedication: “The whole experience has been a joy to support. The team have
been incredible reading ambassadors for the school, showing that reading for pleasure
really is just that.”
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The students themselves reflected on their experience with pride and enthusiasm:

“ was in the team last year when we got second place in the regionals. This is my last year
competing as | will be too old next year, but | am glad that | got this chance to use my love
of books to make my school and our librarian proud.”

“I am looking forward to spending my book vouchers and reading my free books. | hope
everyone who participated is proud of their accomplishments and will continue to read
lots.”

“I loved doing the quiz! | enjoyed reading all the books in preparation and the feeling of joy
we got after the announcement that we won was momentous! Plus. free books were
great!”

“The revision for this quiz would have been hell for some students, but for us it was
heaven!”

“We gave each other recommendations to inspire each other and discussed popular topics
of books.”

Fullbrook School is immensely proud of the Reading Champions team for their
achievement, their dedication, and the positive example they have set for the wider school
community.




