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Revising for Examinations 
 

Plan Ahead 

Think about what you need to do between now and the examinations. Work out a revision timetable, 

ask your tutor for help with this.  

 

Make Notes 

Do not try to revise from 3 years’ worth of notes – make a summary of each section. Learn the key 

terms. 

 

Variety 

Tackle several subjects on each day, this will help to break up the time. 

Avoid working on one topic for a whole day. It is better to re-visit topics 2 or 3 times over a period 

of several days. 

 

Eating 

Start with breakfast – your brain needs fuel to function properly. Give yourself regular breaks and 

have snacks, for example a banana, to provide a source of energy. 

 

Breaks 

Each person is able to concentrate for different lengths of time. The ideal model is to take a 5-10 

minute break every 30 minutes to keep your mind fresh and to reflect on the things you have been 

revising. 

 

Diagrams 

Producing diagrams and large A3 sized charts of your notes can help. Pin them up in your room and 

on the fridge. 

 

Past Papers 

Complete past papers and make time to do the same one twice. Then tackle the areas of weakness. 

It is too easy to revise something you already know. 

 

Subject Specific Websites 

Use the subject specific websites as guided by your classroom teachers, for example Educake, 

MathsWatch, Seneca. 

 

Teach your parents 

Explaining a topic to a parent is a very good way to learn. If you have to explain it and answer their 

questions you will improve your own understanding. 

 

Sleep 

It can be difficult to sleep before examinations, but it will be a lot easier if you know you have 

prepared fully for the examination. 
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Examination Advice 
1. Read the questions carefully 

2. Use a highlighter pen to identify the important parts of the question 

3. Look at the number of marks available for each section 

4. Plan your time carefully so that you can attempt all of the questions 

5. Annotate diagrams 

6. Try to ensure your answers are neatly presented 

7. Remember to use punctuation 

8. Ensure that you can spell key subject terms accurately 

9. Proofread your answers and make corrections 

10. Attempt all the questions, do not leave blank spaces 
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Edexcel GCSE Business Studies 

 

Exam Information 

 

Top Ten Tips – Business Studies 

1. Learn all key terms and definitions. 

 

2. Remember to add context (application) to case study questions (sections B and C of each 

paper). 
 

3. Draw spider diagrams to summarise each unit – it will make revision faster and easier. 
 

4. Build a list of definitions of key business studies terms. 
 

5. Test yourself regularly to build up your knowledge base – use the BBC Bitesize website which 

offers short tests specific to each business module. 
 

6. For all 3 marks questions remember you will need 3 sentences. Because... Leads to... 

Therefore... 
 

7. Practise your timing.  For each 1 mark, you should spend approximately 1 minute answering 

the question set (e.g. 6-mark question = 6 minute answer).  Don’t write too much for the 

questions which are only worth 2/3 marks. 
 

8. Attend the revision sessions organised by the teachers.  You will get a chance to ask questions 

and practise past exam questions. 
 

9. Follow the instructions in the questions carefully, e.g. “Explain one method …” is telling you 

that you have to make one point (not 2 or 3) and explain the point that you make. 

 

10. Use YouTube to access tutor2u tutorials and BBC Bitesize to revise key topics.  

  

Number of Exams 2 

 

Duration of exams 

 

Each are 1 hour 45 minutes. 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade Equal weighting (50% each) 

Equipment required for exam(s) Calculators, pens, ruler 

 

Revision Advice Know all key terms 

Know the structure for 3, 6, 9 and 12 mark questions. 

Use Edexcel revision guide 

Use BBC Bitesize to revise key topics and test your knowledge. 

Use SLE knowledge organisers and learning mats 

Use SLE PowerPoints and matching worksheets 

Use the practice assessments and specimen papers on the SLE 

to practice exam skills. 

Teacher to contact Mr Borgars 

Borgarsr@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 
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Computing 

Exam Information 

Date of exams Paper 1 (J277/01):   

Paper 2 (J277/02):    

Number of Exams 2 

Duration of exam 1 Hour 30 Minutes each paper 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 50% for each paper 

Equipment required for exam(s) Black Pen / Pencil 

Revision Advice Use the revision guide, Start revision early, 

Complete as many past paper questions as you can 

possibly do, if there are any topics that you are not 

sure about let your Computing Teacher know ASAP. 

Teacher to contact 
Mr P Hughes 

hughesp@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

Calculator  

         
NOT ALLOWED  

 

TOP TIPS 

1. Read the task sheet carefully. Tick each task when it is completed 

2. At the start of the exam, turn the last page (Spare page) and write out Binary, Decimal and 

Hexadecimal for numbers: 0 - 15 

3. If you finish the exam early, go over your answers again. DO NOT SIT AND WASTE 

TIME DOING NOTHING 

 

4. Always look at the marking allocation before you undertake the task 

a. If there are 4 or more marks for a question, ensure you have one piece of 

information for each mark 

b. If you have made a specific point about an issue/topic, do not inverse the same 

reasoning in order to attain a second mark 

  

mailto:hughesp@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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5. If in difficulty – search the internet for tutorials (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8H6-

anK0t4&list=PLCiOXwirraUAvkTPDWeeSqAKty3LAG37) 

6. There are also a wide range of theory revision notes available on the SLE: 

a. The latest Computer Science GCSE revision guide 

b. All course notes, including presentations, classwork & homework tasks with 

answers 

c. All past papers with mark schemes (J275 / J276 / J277) 

d. Craig & Dave videos – all topics on course 

7. If you get stuck at any time – ask for help!   

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8H6-anK0t4&list=PLCiOXwirraUAvkTPDWeeSqAKty3LAG37
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8H6-anK0t4&list=PLCiOXwirraUAvkTPDWeeSqAKty3LAG37
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Creative iMedia 

 

Exam Information 

    

Number of Exams   • R093 – Creative iMedia in the media industry. 

 

Duration of exam(s)  The exam is 1 hour 30 minutes and 70 Marks  

Exam Board   OCR 

% Towards Final  

GCSE Grade   

 40% - The other 60% was based on coursework for R094 & R099 

   

Equipment required 

for exam(s)   

 Black pen and a pencil for any illustrations, graphs or diagrams. 

 

Revision Advice    Use the revision guide Mr Dyer gave you. Try the past paper questions from the 

revision guide and past exam papers. 

Teacher to contact   Mr R Dyer   

dyerr@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

   

Creative iMedia Top Tips  

  

• Use the feedback targets from your past assessments to revise the topics you need to 

work on 

• If there is a topic you missed or need support with, ask Mr Dyer for support 

• Be sure to read and highlight key points on the client brief. The answers will 

be within 

• Make sure that you attempt all questions. No answer will guarantee no marks 

• Be sure to annotate pre-production documents and justify design choices 

• Plan your answer to the 9-mark question/s. Write key words in the margin and cross 

out when completed 

• Be sure to explain how any improvements will benefit the user of the pre-production 

document 

• When completed. Do not just sit there. Re-read the questions and your answers. You 

will have missed something!  

 

  

 Useful Websites and Resources:  

• Use the revision guide Mr Dyer gave you in class.  

• Lesson resources on your OneDrive (copied from the IT Student Shared drive.) 

• Know it all ninja on YouTube. It has short concise videos on each topic (link below) 

• https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3KFKOfmI1eChW_uH89bZRIeQyOWh7ONn 

• Test yourself using fun quizzes and use flash cards at quizizz.com 

• Review weekly homework – Exam Questions 

• http://www.bluesquarething.co.uk/imedia/imhome.htm 

 

  

mailto:dyerr@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3KFKOfmI1eChW_uH89bZRIeQyOWh7ONn
http://www.bluesquarething.co.uk/imedia/imhome.htm
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Design Technology 

Exam Information 

Number of Exams 1 

 

Duration of exam 2 Hours 

 

Equipment required for exam(s) Black/Blue pens, ruler, pencil, rubber, calculator, 

protractor, coloured pencils, pencil sharpener  

 

Revision Advice Students should use the exam board revision 

book bought from the faculty and look over each 

section on regular intervals. 

Attend all classes during the revision period and 

catch up on any notes taken if absent  

Visit technologystudent.com, BBC Bitesize  

Teacher to contact Mrs S Lundrigan 

Lundrigans@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Top Tips for Success 

• Read through the whole paper to begin with 

• Answer every question, if you are not sure, have a guess 

• Show your working out on any Maths questions 

• Section C is worth the most marks so you might want to start with this section. 

• In section B ensure you answer the sections for the specialist area you have studied (timber, 

polymers or metals) 

• Look at how many marks each question is worth and ensure you make that many points 

• Ask if you are unsure about anything  

  

mailto:Wrighth@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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Drama 
 

Exam Information 
 

 

 

Top Tips for passing GCSE Drama: Component One 

 
The paper constitutes 40% of the GCSE.  

Students have 1 hour and 45 minutes to answer the paper which is divided into three compulsory 

sections:  

 

• Section A: Theatre roles and terminology (5 minutes) 

✓ Four multiple choice questions 

✓ Drama and theatre terminology: Stage Positioning and Stage Configurations. 

✓ The roles and responsibilities of theatre makers: Roles include- playwright, performer, 

understudy, lighting designer, sound designer, set designer, costume designer, puppet designer, 

technician, director, and stage / theatre manager. 

✓ This section is worth 4 marks in total. 

 

• Section B: Study of set text (55 minutes) 

 

✓ Students are expected to know and understand the characteristics and context of the play 

‘Blood Brothers’, by Willy Russell, that they have studied in class over the two-year period.  

✓ One extract from ‘Blood Brothers’ is printed in the question paper.  

✓ Students will answer 4 questions relating to that extract, referring to the whole play as 

appropriate to the demands of the question. 

✓ This section is worth 44 marks in total. 

 

• Section C: Live theatre production (40 minutes) 

 

✓ In Section C students answer one acting question on the work of theatre makers (actors, 

directors and designers) based on the live theatre production we will see early next year 

✓ Students will see a live piece of theatre in accordance with the demands of the exam board.  

✓ They should be able to discuss a variety of aspects of this production and a personal analysis 

and evaluation of the theatrical elements and how successfully meaning was communicated to 

the audience. 

✓ This section is worth 32 marks in total. 

  

Number of Exams 1 

Duration of exam 1 hour 45 mins 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 40% 

Equipment required for exam(s) Black pens, pencil, rubber 

Revision Advice Keep logbooks and Blood Brothers scripts up-to-date with 

written notes in class. 

Refer to double sided ‘Moment’ notes for live theatre 

production. 

Visit BBC Bitesize for help with using key words. 

Teacher to contact Miss N Carr-Austin  

carraustinn@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk  

mailto:carraustinn@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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✓  

English Language 

Exam Information 

Number of Exams 2 

 

Duration of exam  Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes (Fiction) 

Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes (Non-Fiction) 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 100% overall grade 

Equipment required for exam(s) Black pens 

Highlighter – useful but not a requirement 

Revision Advice Revision Tips: Read non-fiction material, for example: 

broadsheet newspapers; specialist magazines; magazine articles; 

editorials; autobiographies and travel writing.  

Lots of practice papers, revise the different requirements of 

each question, seek feedback from your class teacher. 

Ensure understanding of the requirements of each question. 

Teacher to contact Ms H Threlkeld, Head of English 

Threlkeldh@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

Or individual class teacher 

 

 

English Literature 

Exam Information 

Number of Exams  2  

Duration of exam Paper 1: Macbeth and 19th Century Text (A Christmas Carol) - 

1 Hour, 45 minutes 

Paper 2: Modern Text (Lord of the Flies, An Inspector Calls, My 

Name is Leon), Power and Conflict, Unseen Poetry – 2 hours, 

15 minutes 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 100% overall grade 

Equipment required for exam(s) Black pens 

Revision Advice Re-read set texts and revise Power and Conflict poems. Practice 

papers. Deeper meaning and bigger picture of each text or poem.  

Teacher to contact Ms H Threlkeld, Head of English 

Threlkeldh@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

Or individual class teacher 

 

  

mailto:Threlkeldh@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:Threlkeldh@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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Twenty-Eight Top Tips – English 

1. Write in complete sentences. 

2. Ensure each sentence makes sense. 

3. Begin each sentence with a capital letter and close with a full stop. 

4. Remember that a paragraph is a collection of sentences on the same topic and theme. TiPToP. 

5. Structure all extended and longer pieces of written work into paragraphs. 

6. Leave a line between each paragraph. 

7. Vary the beginning of sentences. 

8. Vary sentence structure, writing in a range of sentence forms from long sentences to short 

simple ones. 

9. Use a thesaurus to extend your vocabulary. 

10. Read broadly to extend your vocabulary, develop your understanding of the written form and 

to use as models for your personal writing. 

11. Experiment with different styles of writing. 

12. Use more description and imagery. 

13. Gain an understanding of punctuation and apply the rules of punctuation. 

14. Remember that all punctuation in direct speech is within the speech marks. 

15. Proof read all work to correct any spelling or punctuation errors. 

16. Learn to apply the apostrophe rule. 

17. Ask for help from your teacher and ask to be reminded of rules linked to writing, spelling and 

punctuation. 

18. Be aware of the importance of the presentation of your work. 

19. Do not rush or hurry the end of your work. 

20. Be aware of the importance of tone and style. 

21. Support points with reference to texts, case studies and through Point, Evidence, Technique 

(terminology), Explain and link to the Reader and Writer’s response/ What, where, how, why. 

22. Identify the key focus of a task. 

23. In Literature, comment specifically on the features, effects and impact of words and language. 

24. In Literature, ensure you compare and contrast the poems. 

25. Explore a topic thoroughly and in depth. 

26. Comment on the impact and effects of language, genre and communication on audience. 

27. Focus and pay attention to detail. 

28. Leave yourself time to check your work at the end. 
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Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Exam Information 

 

Top Tips for Success in Food Preparation and Nutrition 

At School: 

• Organise yourself and bring your ingredients for practical work 

• Be aware and follow hygiene and safety rules 

• Come to lessons knowing what you are going to do and come prepared with all your books, 

homework and writing equipment, etc 

• If you are absent find out and make up what you have missed - check the revision plan  

• Read through and review your notes regularly. Add to your notes and keep them in order 

• Be creative with recipes and be prepared to try new foods and ideas 

• Concentrate on your own work in class but also learn from what others are doing 

• Ask if you do not understand 

• Boost your self-esteem – always produce your best work with no excuses. ‘It’s on the 

computer’ just means you couldn’t be bothered to organise yourself 

• Don’t waste time, your teacher’s or other students’, with silly inappropriate behaviour  

 

At Home: 

• Complete all homework tasks and hand in on time 

• Cook at home at least once a week – practice really does makes perfect 

• Increase your knowledge by watching food programmes on TV and looking through 

magazines 

• Check out food websites for new ideas and trends... BBC Good Food is a good source for 

this 

• Try out new foods and recipes. Talk about food and the current issues  

• Go shopping or look round supermarkets to find out what foods are available and what they 

cost 

• Practice exam style questions, go over notes from year 9/10. Consider the techniques you 

demonstrated throughout the NEA task 

Number of Exams 1 

Duration of exam  1 hour 45 mins  

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 50% 

Equipment required for 

exam(s) 

Black/blue pens, ruler, pencil, rubber, pencil sharpener  

Revision Advice Students should use their textbook and can also use AQA food 

preparation and nutrition revision guides as recommended by 

staff.   

Attend all classes during the revision period and catch up on any 

notes taken if absent  

Visit BBC Bitesize / SAM Learning, food a fact of life has lots of 

resources that may be useful.  

• You can use the textbook with exam style questions  

• In the White revision guides there are two practice 

papers for exam style questions 

• Check the command words for the question practice 

the ones you struggle with. 

Teacher to contact Miss R Tume & Mrs A Marshall 

tumer@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

MarshallA@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

mailto:tumer@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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Geography 

Exam Information 

Number of Exams 3 

Duration of each exam  1 Hour 30 Minutes  

Content of exams Paper 1: 

• Hazardous Earth 

• Development 

dynamics 

• Challenges of an 

urbanising world 

Paper 2: 

• The UK’s evolving 

physical landscape 

• The UK’s evolving 

human landscape 

• Geographical 

investigations 

(fieldwork questions) 

Paper 3: 

• People and the 

biosphere 

• Forests under threat 

• Consuming energy 

resources 

Structure of exams Three sections, each start 

with short answer 

questions, and culminate 

in either an 8 or 12 mark 

question. 

Use of sources should be 

expected. 

Case studies are 

required. 

Answer all sections of 

this paper. 

Three sections, sections 

A & B based on the UK 

are structured in the 

same way as paper 1. 

Section C contains 

questions about 

fieldwork. You will only 

complete 2 of 4 questions 

in this section. You must 

answer questions about 

coasts and urban areas. 

You will be given an 

unseen resource booklet. 

All questions will refer to 

these resources, a 

combination of graphs, 

maps, geographic extracts 

etc. 

Four sections, sections A-

C covering the above 

topics have a series of 

short answer questions 

worth 1-8 marks. 

Section D is a decision-

making exercise based on 

the resources and 

scenario given (12 marks). 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 100% 

Equipment required for 

exam(s) 

Black pens, ruler, pencil, rubber, calculator 

Revision Advice Students should 

• Use past paper exam practice provided on ClassCharts 

• Use revision guides 

• Create revision notes 

• Attend revision sessions at school  

• Use online resources e.g. BBC bitesize 

Teacher to contact Miss Hatch – hatchl@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

Miss Smith – smithe@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

 

 

  

mailto:hatchl@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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Top Tips for Geography 

 

1. To aim for a top answer, you must include: 

a.   Key terms 

b. Case study or examples 

c. Connecting language such as because, therefore, this means 

2. 8 markers must have evidence to support your argument.  

a. Paper 1- This will be your case studies or examples. 

b. Paper 2- Data from the resource given with the question 

c. Paper 3- Data/examples from the resource booklet 

3. Write in full sentences and not bullet points. 

4. Look for the command word to tell you how to answer the question e.g. Describe, state, 

explain, assess/evaluate 

5. When you describe you must quote facts and figures from the map or the diagram given. 

6. Answer every single question. Use the space provided and remember to look at how marks 

this will give you a clue on what/how much to write. 

7. In your answers don’t waste time by repeating the question. 

8. Use active revision strategies such as to revise for the exams (flashcards, mind maps, 

quizzing, dual coding and exam practice questions). 

9. Attend D6 revision, focused on improving your exam skills. 

10. Send your teacher any timed exam questions to get feedback – exam questions can be found 

in your book or on the Edexcel website (Edexcel Geography B). 
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Graphic Design, Art Textiles and Fine Art GCSE 

 

Exam Information 
 

 

 

These subjects have 60% coursework and 40% practical exam. Both of these components 

require students to work independently on a personal project. Here is some advice on how 

to manage this work and achieve your best.  

 

• Ensure you have documented your journey and thought process in your sketchbooks 

using detailed annotation, analysis and sketches 

• Push yourself and try new techniques to showcase a range of skills 

• Use higher level language in your written work to show a higher level of maturity 

• Break down tasks into manageable chunks and chip away at the work, little and often 

• Use homework time effectively, and use the school facilities at lunch or after school 

if required 

• Use time planning sheets and other time management strategies given by your 
teacher, to plan your project work effectively 

• Raise concerns or questions with your teacher as soon as they come up rather than 

waiting 

 
 

  

Number of Exams 1 

 

Duration of exam 10 hr practical in classroom (5 hrs x 2 days) 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 40% 

 

Equipment required for exam(s) As planned with final outcomes  

Teacher to contact Mrs Wright 

wrighth@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Miss Taylor 

taylorc@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Mrs Tice 

ticej@fullbrook/surrey.sch.uk 

 

mailto:wrighth@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:taylorc@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:ticej@fullbrook/surrey.sch.uk
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History 

 

Exam Information 

Number of Exams 1 

 

Information about each 

Exam  

Paper 1:  

• 2hrs (50% of the GCSE) 

• 1AB Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship, 1890-1945 

• 1BB Conflict and Tension: the interwar years, 1918-39 

Paper 2:  

• 2hrs (50% of the GCSE) 

• 2AA Health and the People, c1000-present day 

• 2BC Elizabethan England, c1568-1603  

Equipment required for 

exam(s) 

Black pens 

 

Revision Advice Use active revision strategies (see below) including past paper questions 

and Educake 

Contact Teacher Ms L Hatch - Hatchl@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

Mr A Davies - Daviesa@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Top Tips – History 

 

1. Make timelines of each of the four units which you can refer to as the overview of each unit 

2. Use active revision strategies such as to revise for the exams (flashcards, mind maps, quizzing, 

dual coding and exam practice questions) 

3. Complete the retrieval quizzes for each unit on Educake – students who do more than 500 

questions make greater progress than those who don’t 

4. Before the exam, make sure you have practised each type of exam question – this is what top-

level students do to revise 

5. BUGS each question – box the topic, underline the date range, gather your response (plan) and 

use the sentence starters 

6. Focus on revising and including SPEND in your answer (Statistics, People, Places, Events, Names 

and Dates) and underline any explanations 

7. Use your book as a tool – use it to make notes on a topic, practice questions and retest 

yourself. Buy a revision guide if you need one 

8. Attend D3 revision, focused on improving your exam skills 

9. Send your teacher any timed exam questions to get feedback – exam questions can be found in 

your book or on the AQA website (AQA GCSE History 8145) 

10. In your mocks and exams, complete the longer answer questions first! 

 

  

mailto:Hatchl@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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Mathematics  
 

Exam Information 
    

Number of Exams   • Non-Calculator (Paper 1)  

• Calculator (Paper 2)  

• Calculator (Paper 3)  

Duration of exam(s)  Each exam is 1 hour 30 minutes and 80 Marks  

Exam Board   Edexcel  

% Towards Final  

GCSE Grade   

 100% (all papers weighted equally)   

   

Equipment required 

for exam(s)   

 Black pen, pencil, ruler, protractor, compass, rubber,   
 scientific calculator (for paper 2 & 3 only).    

 Tracing paper will be provided where needed.   

Revision Advice    See Top Tips: Little and often & Practice makes Permanent so check answers  

Teacher to contact   Mrs J Mawson (Head of Maths) 

mawsonj@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk  

 

Mr A Murphy (Deputy Head of Maths) 

murphya@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk    
   

Mathematics Top Tips  

  

• Use the feedback from your mocks to revise the topics you need to work on  
Red – Do not understand this at all!   

Yellow – Sounds familiar but could use some practice!   

Green – Know this and confident you can answer a question on it!   

• Start with the topics you marked in red and....   

• Read through revision guide or watch video on Corbettmaths or MathsGenie 

• Attempt practice questions on examq.co.uk – use mark scheme to check 

• Make notes on revision cards of anything you need to memorise   

• Now move onto the topics you marked in yellow and do the same 

• Don’t ignore the topics you marked in green – periodically try some questions on these 

too!   

• Stuck on a question? Then do one or more of these.... 
       •     Underline the key words you don’t understand and look them up or ask your 

teacher   

• Try and find a similar question and follow the steps making notes   

• Still can’t get your head around GCSE maths? 
     •     Email or go see your class teacher or Mrs Mawson to say you are stuck   
     •     Go to maths drop-in after school on a Monday in Rm 22 

Finally - “LITTLE AND OFTEN” is the best way to learn and remember maths 

skills.   
 Useful Websites and Resources:   

• Curriculum Plan Spreadsheet (on SLE)  

• corbettmaths.com   

• examq.co.uk (select correct tier and topic) 

• mathsgenie.co.uk (includes solutions to exam papers)  

• Edexcel Revision Guide & workbook  

• Exam Packs (answers on SLE and SMHW) 

• Weekly Homework – Exam Papers   
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Media Studies 

Exam Information 

 

Top Tips 

1. Know your key terms – Check your terminology and use media terms and phrases in your 

writing where appropriate 

2. Revise the case studies covered in class to use in your exam answers. Remember to revise 

not just the arguments and points that can be made about each product, but also what 

background context each has as well 

3. Revise your theories, they can allow you to craft some incredibly valid and well-constructed 

arguments when used correctly 

4. Remember to revise extra-hard for the case studies and parts of the framework (media 

language, representation, industries, audiences) that you find more difficult 

5. Practise writing answers to a time limit, especially if you have a hard time finishing your 

writing before time is up 

6. Remember to answer every question in the exam 

 

Books: 

https://www.illuminatepublishing.com/product/wjec-eduqas-gcse-media-studies-student-book-

revised-edition  

Websites: 

https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=20&lvlId=2  

 

 

 

 

 

Number of Exams 2 

 

Duration of Component 1 Exam 1 hour 30 mins (40% OF GCSE)  

 

Duration of Component 2 Exam  

 

1 hour 30 mins (30% of GCSE)  

% Towards Final GCSE Grade of 2 exams  70%   

 

Equipment required for exam(s) Pen, pencil, ruler, eraser 

 

Revision Advice Revision Sessions every D9 after school. 

Teachers to contact Mr C McMillan 

Mcmillanc@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Mr N Jones 

Jonesn@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk  

https://www.illuminatepublishing.com/product/wjec-eduqas-gcse-media-studies-student-book-revised-edition
https://www.illuminatepublishing.com/product/wjec-eduqas-gcse-media-studies-student-book-revised-edition
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=20&lvlId=2
mailto:Mcmillanc@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:Jonesn@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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Revision Strategies: 

Knowledge / Memory Understanding and Demonstration 

- Flash cards 

- Mind maps 

- Look/Cover/Write/Check with notes 

- Take notes from video essays 

- Teach someone else about a topic 

- Practice papers (share with teachers) 

- Always be analysing media formats you 

consume, make this part of your 

regular dialogue with class terminology 
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MFL 

(French, Spanish) 

 

Exam Information 

 

Top Tips for MFL 

To Improve Exam Grades 

• Learn some new words every day e.g. 10 words a day = 70 a week! 😊 

• Revise vocab for 5 minutes a day – 2.5 minutes at each end of the day whilst you’re cleaning 

your teeth? Use your vocab book and your work in neat book 

• Complete ALL homework tasks set – it is always revision and practice for exam 

• Do one Listening task, one Reading task, one translation task and one writing task per week 

• Use SAM Learning/BBC Bitesize/Past Papers – Edexcel website/ Edexcel Revision 

Workbook. All contain exam-style tasks for you to practise 

• Prepare your chosen topic well for your Speaking exam. Learn role-play phrases. Learn 

phrases and vocab for picture description (adjectives, weather, places). Prepare some 

questions and answers for other topics – use your vocab book to help. Practice speaking out 

loud with another person 

• Learn the tenses and practice them by speaking and writing 

• Learn phrases for giving OPINIONS and REASONS 

• See your Language teacher or Miss Boyadjian if you need any more revision materials 

 

  

Number of Exams 4 for French and Spanish: Speaking, Listening, Reading and 

Writing 

Duration of exam(s)  French and Spanish 

Speaking : Foundation 7-9 minutes / Higher 10-12 minutes 

PLUS 12 minutes preparation time 

Listening : Foundation 35 minutes / Higher 45 minutes 

Reading : Foundation 45 minutes / Higher 60 minutes 

Writing : Foundation 75 minutes / Higher 80 minutes 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade French, Spanish: 100% (4x 25%) 

Equipment required for exam(s) Black pens 

 

Revision Advice Use the SLE or Edexcel website for Past Papers.  

Use Edexcel Revision Guide to learn vocab and practise 

grammar and Edexcel Revision Workbook to practise exam-

style tasks 

Attend French drop in every Tuesday lunch (E2) 

Revise from your vocab book and any work in your exercise 

book, particularly written tasks. 

See your MFL teacher for help – 5 minutes makes a 

difference. 

Visit BBC Bitesize / SAM Learning 

Teacher to contact Miss C Boyadjian (Head of Faculty) 

boyadjianc@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

mailto:ARMSTRJ@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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Music 

 

Exam Information 

 

 

 

Top Tips for success in Music 

 

• Make sure you know the key information for each set work – think MIRTHDATES 

• Be sure to listen to the set works to make sure you know them well and match up 

key points in your notes with what you’re hearing 

• Revise and understand our music keywords, and make sure you’re comfortable with 

which element of music they match with. Remember to make sure you’re answering 

about the element of music being asked, not anything else  

• Complete some wider listening of similar pieces to our set works, to prepare for the 

unfamiliar listening question 

• When writing comparison points for question 9, remember Point Example 

Explanation 

 
  

Number of Exams 1 
 

Duration of exam 1 hour 45 mins 
 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 40% 
 

Equipment required for exam(s) Black pens, pencil, rubber 
  

Revision Advice Use the set work summaries, mind maps, 

revision resources, and questions that have 

been shared and are on the SLE. There are 

revision guides available from CGP and 

Rhinegold as well.  

Visit BBC Bitesize for help with set works and 

keywords.  

Use your revising cards to help remember the 

keywords and their definitions.  

 

Teacher to contact Mr L Johnson 

johnsonl@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk  

mailto:johnsonl@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
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Physical Education 

Exam Information 
  

Number of Exams 2 

  

Duration of exam Component 1 = 1 hour 30 mins 

Component 2 = 1 hour 15 mins 

  

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 60% 

  

Equipment required for exam(s) Black pens, pencil, ruler, calculator 

  

Revision Advice See Top Tips (below). 

Revision Guides are available to purchase from 

the PE office.  

Teacher to contact Please contact class teachers in the first instance: 

Mrs C Smith – smithc@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

Mr R Smith – smithr@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Head of Faculty: 

Mrs C Smith – smithc@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

 

Top Tips 

1. Use your revision guide to revise, test and monitor your progress 

2. Summarise and structure your notes into sub headings and highlight key words so that it is 

easier to revise from. Use diagrams to help you remember key points 

3. Experiment with different revision techniques – condense, highlight, record, talk, test and 

time. Above all, be ACTIVE! Don’t spend all your time copying out your notes, do 

something with the information 

4. Learn key definitions and diagrams with labels 

5. Create a topic based list of terminology and revision cards 

6. Get used to the style of questions by completing past exam papers and refer to the mark 

scheme.  Do past papers twice, use exemplar material. The mark allowance is a guide to the 

detail needed in your answer 

7. Highlight any areas that you do not fully understand and then get more information from 

your teacher or revision guide 

8. Utilise all the resources given to you by your GCSE PE teacher. This includes; past exam 

papers, revision material, subject content for all of the theoretical topics and the criteria for 

all of the accepted sports needed for the practical assessment  

9. Attend after school practical and theory revision sessions to ensure you are fully prepared 

for both exams 

10. Visit the revision web pages below: 

 

• www.teachpe.com 

• www.s-cool.co.uk (choose GCSE – PE) 

• www.bbc.co.uk/education (choose Secondary - GCSE – Physical Education) 

 

mailto:smithc@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:smithr@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:smithc@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.teachpe.com/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
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Psychology 

 

Exam Information 

 
Number of Exams 2 

Duration of each exam  1 Hour 30 Minutes 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 100 % 

Equipment required for exam(s) Black pens, pencil, ruler and a calculator  

Revision Advice Use your revision guides, key studies and key theories booklets. 

 

Flashcards and mind maps are a good way of testing your 

psychological knowledge.  

 

Completing exam questions is the best way for you to prepare. 

You can access exam questions on the Psychology Hub or on the 

OCR GCSE Psychology past paper website. Mark schemes can be 

found to check your answers, or you can ask a teacher to look at 

these.  

 

Teacher to contact Miss McNeil 

Mcneilm@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 
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Top Tips 
 

When writing a 13-mark essay try to follow the advice below. 

 

Essays are marked for both AO1 and AO3. There are 6 marks for AO1 which focuses 

on knowledge and understanding. There are 7 marks for AO3 which requires evaluation 

and a judgement.  

 

Introduction: Students’ opening sentence should show an understanding of the question, eg, 

many psychologists would argue that the nature debate is a better way to consider why people act in a 

certain way. This should also show that there is a counter argument ‘however, many would 

disagree and say that nurture has a bigger influence on human behaviour’. They should then make a 

brief link to the theories/concepts/methods they are asked to include. Students should 

also define any key terms in the question eg. Reductionism means only looking at one aspect rather 

than considering the whole picture.  

 

The body of an essay:  Students should not describe everything they know about a theory or 

study, instead they should focus on parts that are relevant to the question. 

E.g. If the question is a debate, you may want to focus on the results of the research that 

support the side of the debate you are discussing. 

E.g if the question is on methodology, you may want to focus on how the method has 

been used in research study. 

The question will state one topic area that must be mentioned in the essay. The second topic area 

is of your choice usually from another area of psychology. Choose a relevant study that 

shows a different side to the one mentioned in the question. This can be from either exam paper.  

 

 

An effective structure for this is as follows: 

 

AO1- Demonstrate your knowledge of the theory/study/concept. Try to make several different 

points here and link these back to the question. 

 

AO3- Now consider the strengths and weaknesses of this study/concept/theory. What effect does 

this have on the question?  

 

AO1- Demonstrate your knowledge of the second theory/study concept. Try to make several 

different points here and link these back to the question. 

 

AO3- Now consider the strengths and weaknesses of the second study/concept/theory. What 

effect does this have on the question? 

 

Conclusion 

 

A model paragraph for each AO should look like:  

Dweck’s learning theory in development considers how situation and nurture can impact on children’s 

mindset and ability to do well. Her theory states that children are brought up to have fixed mindset or a 

growth mindset. With a fixed mindset, children believe their intelligence is fixed and they can do nothing 

about it. With a growth mindset, they believe they can improve their intelligence. Dweck believed that 

parents and teachers play an important part in the growth mindset and should nurture it through praise. 

(AO1) 

Dweck and Blackwell’s first study showed that a growth mindset can have a positive effect on achievement. 

Participants with a growth mindset achieved better maths scores at the end of a year than those who had a 

fixed mindset. This shows that nurture can be the most significant factor in determining behaviour. However, 

Dweck’ theory can also be criticised. Her ideas mean that children, parents and teachers are blamed if 

intelligence does not develop but it may not actually be their fault, for example, if the child has a learning 

difficulty that it was born with. Nurture is not able to explain this. (A03)  
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The conclusion - The conclusion requires you to summarise where there is disagreement on 

this topic but also needs you to reach your own judgement on the question. If you do not reach 

a final conclusion your AO3 marks will be capped.  

 

 

 

 

A model conclusion looks like: 

As seen there is disagreement between psychologists on whether nature or nurture has a bigger effect on our 

behaviour. Whilst learning development theories such as Dweck’s mindset suggest that nurture is more 

important for shaping behaviour, the biological theory of schizophrenia shows that nature can be just as 

important. Overall, I would agree that nurture is more important as we know that humans can change their 

behaviour, which nature does not explain.  

 

 

 

 

Psychology Exam advice: 

 

1. Read the questions carefully 

2. Attempt to write something for every question 

3. Show your workings out for maths-based questions. 

4. Presenting data: if asked to draw a chart/graph make sure that you have clearly labelled all 

parts of this. A graph should include a title, labelled X and Y axis and should be plotted 

accurately. A pie chart should be titled, with each segment labelled. A tally chart should have 

each column labelled correctly. 

5. Stick to the point and answer the specific question being asked. If you are told to 

identify one factor for something, only give one factor. 

6. Link back to the questions: link back to the question as much as possible, particularly on 

questions worth 2 marks or more. This will allow you to achieve full marks. Eg, How did social 

desirability affect the experiment: the participants may have shown social desirability in their answers 

by lying about their experiences to look better to the researcher. This means that the experiment had 

less validity and was not as useful.  

7. Research methods: When asked to reflect on the advantages and disadvantages of a key 

concept, think: validity, reliability, social desirability bias (self-reported measures), ethics, methodology, 

etc. 

8. Research methods: to gain full marks in a question make sure you link back to the scenario 

or to the research you are designing. Simply explaining what the factor is will only get you half 

of the marks. A full mark answer should look like the following: the researcher could use self-

selected sampling where participants volunteer themselves. To do this they would need to put up a 

poster in the gym so that gym goers who were interested in the study could sign up for this.  

9. Key studies: When answering a question on the key studies make sure you use specific 

details about that to gain full marks, eg ‘One strength of Braun using the experimental method is 

that it used a standardised procedure, all participants completed the same questionnaires and watched 

the Disney / non-Disney advert which increased the reliability’. 

10. Keep an eye on the time.  

11. Evaluation/Criticisms/Strengths/Weakness: all mean to take a critical look at the theory 

or study by identifying what is positive and negative about it. Always start your evaluations by 

stating ‘One weakness of - One strength of - One criticism of…’ 
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Religious Studies 

Exam Information 

Number of Exams 2 

 

Information about each 

Exam  

Component 1: Study of religions (1hr 45mins)  

Islam and Christianity  

 

Component 2: Thematic studies (1hr 45mins) 

Theme A: Family and relationships  

Theme B: Religion and life  

Theme E: Crime and punishment 

Theme F: Human rights and social justice  

 

Equipment required for 

exam(s) 

Black pens 

 

Revision Advice Use active revision techniques  

Make use of past paper questions  

Learn and apply key quotes 

Contact Teacher Miss F Taj 

Tajf@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Top tips: Religious studies 

1. Do past papers under time conditions – focus especially on 12- mark questions, learn to 

structure your answers with FAFAM: 

• Argument for  

• Argument against  

• Argument for  

• Argument against  

• Conclusion (ME) 

PEEL paragraphs to develop your points clearly 

2. Use active revision such as create flashcards for key words and terms and make mind maps 

for each topic.  

3. Learn key quotes and teachings – memorise at least 2-3 key quotes per topic, make sure to 

choose short and versatile quotes you can use in multiple answers.  

4. Be able to explain both religious and non-religious perspectives:  

5. For each theme know:  

• Christian view  

• Islamic view  

• Humanist view 

6. Send timed exam questions to your teacher for feedback – practice questions can be found 

on the AQA website. 

7. Make the most of your exercise books, use it to revise key topics and consider buying a 

revision guide to support your learning. 
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Sociology 

Exam Information 

Number of Exams 2 

Duration of each exam  1 Hour 45 Minutes 

% Towards Final GCSE Grade 100 % 

Equipment required for exam(s) Black pens 

Revision Advice • A revision guide provided by the Sociology Department 

• Attend revision sessions at school (Day 6) 

• Flashcards are a good way of testing concepts and theories. 

Teacher to contact Miss Nixon 

nixona@fullbrook.surrey.sch.uk 

 

 

Top Tip 

Focus on understanding key words and theories. Ensure you can use sociological concepts in 

your 4- and 12-mark answers – use the revision sheets provided by the teacher. 

Essay advice: When writing a 12-mark essay try to follow the advice below. 

No need for an introduction. The first sentence should be the opening argument in support of or 

against the view in the question and defining any key concepts. 

The body of an essay – Should be balanced. Offer at least one (but preferably two) PEACEL 

paragraphs in support of the view in the question and the same against the view in the question. Include 

sociological concepts and theories in each paragraph (the more the better).  

The conclusion - The conclusion is you explaining why there is disagreement but reaching your own 

judgement on the question (Without using “I believe..”.) 

Exam advice 

1. Read the questions carefully – particularly 4-mark questions, which have multiple 

dimensions to them. You might try underlining/separating the different parts of the question. 

2. Attempt to write something for every question 

3. Stick to the point and answer the specific question being asked. If you are told to 

identify one factor for something, only give one factor. 

4. Research methods: When asked to reflect on the advantages and disadvantages of a key 

concept, think: validity, reliability and representativeness. 

5. Keep an eye on the time. You will have to complete 2 sections on each paper so do not 

spend too long on each section. You should spend around 52 minutes on each section.  
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Biology Separate Science 

Exam Information 

 

Paper  Duration % of Final Level Topics covered  

Biology 

Paper 1 

1 hr 45 

min 
50 

B1 Cell Biology:  

This includes the structure and function of cells, 

cell division (mitosis), and cell transport 

B2 Organisation:  

Tissues, organs, and organ systems, as well as 

topics like the human digestive and circulatory 

systems, and plant tissues 

B3 Infection and Response:  

This section focuses on communicable diseases, 

the human immune system, vaccination, and 

antibiotics 

 B4 Bioenergetics:  

This involves the study of photosynthesis and 

respiration 

Biology 

Paper 2 

1 hr 45 

min 
50 

B5 Homeostasis and Response:  

This includes the nervous system, hormonal 

control, and how the body maintains a stable 

internal environment 

B6 Inheritance, Variation and Evolution: 

This covers genetics, including DNA, inheritance, 

and evolution 

B7 Ecology:  

This focuses on ecosystems, biodiversity, and 

environmental issues 

 

  

Number of Exams 
2 (Paper 1 and Paper 2) 

 

Duration of each exam 
1 hour 45 minutes 

 

% Towards Final 

Biology GCSE Grade 

50% for each paper 

 

Equipment required for 

exam(s) 

Black Pens, ruler, pencil, rubber, calculator 

 

Revision Advice 

Past papers are available at AQA online- look specifically for “ GCSE 

Biology (8461)”. Students can also ask in school for past papers.  

A revision guide can be bought from the Science faculty, but a wide 

variety of revision guides are available to buy, just make sure they cover 

the 2016 specification AQA course. 

 

There are various revision websites (see below).  

 

Attend revision sessions after school: 

Sessions to be advised by your teacher. 

Teacher to contact Mr D Singh (Head of Biology)  
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Additional Information 

 

The marks for each of the papers will be averaged and students will receive a GCSE Biology 

grade (Grade 3- Grade 9). 

Questions in both of the papers will have a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed 

short answer and open response. There will definitely be questions on Core Practicals - so 

make sure you revise these too.  

Past Paper Exam Questions from exam board AQA:  

GCSE Biology 

 

Revision Websites and Resources :  

 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z9ddmp3   (revision and quiz)  

• https://primrosekitten.com/pages/get-exam-ready-gcse-science-aqa (past exam questions 

broken down into topics and videos on each chapter in science)  

• https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw (YouTube videos on 

each topics in science)  

• http://www.docbrown.info/index.htm (Provides revision notes and questions for GCSE 

sciences. Has been updated for 9-1.)  

• http://www.westsomersetcollege.org/science/  (A range of revision materials that could be 

downloaded and printed off with summaries of key facts)   

• https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/# (Past papers, exam questions by topic, revision 

notes, worksheets and solution banks)  

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ (past exam questions broken down into topics and videos 

on each chapter in science)  

• https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/  ( revision notes, exam questions according to easy, 

medium and hard, past papers and flashcards)  

  

 

  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/biology/gcse/biology-8461/specification
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z9ddmp3
https://primrosekitten.com/pages/get-exam-ready-gcse-science-aqa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
http://www.docbrown.info/index.htm
http://www.westsomersetcollege.org/science/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/
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Chemistry Separate Science 

Exam Information 

 

Paper  Duration % of Final 

Level 

Topics covered  

Chemistry 

Paper 1 
1 hr 45 min 50 

• Atomic structure and the periodic 

table 

• Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter 

• Quantitative chemistry (Including 

core practical Titrations) 

• Chemical changes (Core practical 

including Electrolysis and making 

pure salt crystals) 

• Energy changes (Core practical 

measuring energy changes) 

Chemistry 

Paper 2 
1 hr 45 min 50 

• Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter 

• The rate and extent of chemical 

change (Core practical measuring 

rate) 

• Organic chemistry 

• Chemical analysis (Core practical 

Chromatography and Identifying 

unknown ions) 

• Chemistry of the atmosphere 

•  Using resources (Core practical 

on potable water) 

 

  

Number of Exams 
2 (Paper 1 and Paper 2) 

 

Duration of each exam 
1 hour 45 minutes 

 

% Towards Final Chemistry 

GCSE Grade 

50% for each paper 

 

Equipment required for 

exam(s) 

Black Pens, ruler, pencil, rubber, calculator 

 

Revision Advice 

Past papers are available at AQA online- look specifically for “ 

GCSE Chemistry (8462)”. Students can also ask in school for past 

papers.  

A revision guide can be bought from the Science faculty, but a wide 

variety of revision guides are available to buy, just make sure they 

cover the 2016 specification AQA course. 

 

There are various revision websites (see below).  

 

Teacher to contact Mrs S Asghar (Head of Chemistry)  
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Additional Information 

 

The marks for each of the papers will be averaged and students will receive a GCSE 

Chemistry grade (Grade 3- Grade 9). 

Questions in both of the papers will have a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed 

short answer and open response. There will definitely be a question on the Core Practical’s- 

so make sure you revise these too.  

Past Paper Exam Questions from exam board AQA:  

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources 

 

 

Revision Websites and Resources :  

 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb (revision and quiz)  

• https://primrosekitten.com/pages/get-exam-ready-gcse-science-aqa (past exam questions 

broken down into topics and videos on each chapter in science)  

• https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw (YouTube videos on 

each topics in science)  

• http://www.docbrown.info/index.htm (Provides revision notes and questions for GCSE 

sciences. Has been updated for 9-1.)  

• http://www.westsomersetcollege.org/science/  (A range of revision materials that could be 

downloaded and printed off with summaries of key facts)   

• https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/# (Past papers, exam questions by topic, revision 

notes, worksheets and solution banks)  

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ (past exam questions broken down into topics and videos 

on each chapter in science)  

• https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/chemistry/aqa/18/ ( revision notes, exam questions 

according to easy, medium and hard, past papers and flashcards)  

  

 

  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb
https://primrosekitten.com/pages/get-exam-ready-gcse-science-aqa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
http://www.docbrown.info/index.htm
http://www.westsomersetcollege.org/science/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/chemistry/aqa/18/
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Physics Separate Science 

Exam Information 

 

Paper  Duration % of Final 

Level 

Topics covered  

Physics 

Paper 1 
1 hr 45 min 50 

• Energy 

• Electricity 

• Particle model of matter 

• Atomic structure 

Physics 

Paper 2 
1 hr 45 min 50 

• Forces 

• Waves 

• Magnetism and electromagnetism 

• Space physics 

 

  

Number of Exams 
2 (Paper 1 and Paper 2) 

 

Duration of each exam 
1 hour 45 minutes 

 

% Towards Final Physics 

GCSE Grade 

50% for each paper 

 

Equipment required for 

exam(s) 

• A scientific calculator 

• Black Pens 

• Ruler 

• Pencil 

• Rubber 

• Protractor 

 

 

Revision Advice 

Past papers are available at AQA online - look specifically for “ 

GCSE Physics (8463)”. Students can also ask in school for past 

papers.  

 

A revision guide can be bought from the Science faculty, but a wide 

variety of revision guides are available to buy, just make sure they 

cover the 2016 specification AQA course. 

 

There are many free revision resources online (see below).  

 

Always read the question. 

 

When doing maths-based questions remember, always do: 

1) Write the formula down 

2) Substitute in your values 

3) Rearrange your equation (if needed) 

4) Write your answer in the answer space. 

Teacher to contact Mr L Diana-Kuramapu 
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Additional Information 

 

The marks for each of the papers will be averaged and students will receive a GCSE Physics 

grade (Grade 3- Grade 9). 

Questions in both of the papers will have a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed 

short answer and open response. There will definitely be a question on the Core Practical’s- 

so make sure you revise these too.  

Past Paper Exam Questions from exam board AQA:  

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physics/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources 
 

 

 

Revision Websites and Resources :  

 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zsc9rdm BBC bitesize (revision and quiz)  

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-

schemes?subject=Physics&qualification=GCSE+Physics&qualificationLevel=GCSE 

past papers from AQA with mark schemes and examiners reports 

• https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons/playlists (YouTube videos on each 

topics in science, just search for “GCSE physics”)  

• http://www.docbrown.info/index.htm (Provides revision notes and questions for 

GCSE sciences. Has been updated for 9-1.)  

• http://www.westsomersetcollege.org/science/  (A range of revision materials that 

could be downloaded and printed off with summaries of key facts)   

• https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/# (Past papers, exam questions by topic, 

revision notes, worksheets and solution banks)  

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ (past exam questions broken down into topics 
and videos on each chapter in science)  

• https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/physics/aqa/18/revision-notes/ 

(revision notes, but they have much more like past paper questions, flash cards etc.)  
  

 

  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physics/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zsc9rdm
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes?subject=Physics&qualification=GCSE+Physics&qualificationLevel=GCSE
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes?subject=Physics&qualification=GCSE+Physics&qualificationLevel=GCSE
https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons/playlists
http://www.docbrown.info/index.htm
http://www.westsomersetcollege.org/science/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/physics/aqa/18/revision-notes/
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Combined Science 

Exam Information 

 

Additional Information 

Number of Exams 6 (2 each of Bio, Chem and Phys) 

 

Duration of each exam 1 hour 15 minutes 

 

% Towards Final GCSE 

Grade 

100% in total (16.7% for each exam) 

 

Equipment required for 

exam(s) 

Black Pens, ruler, pencil, rubber, calculator 

 

Revision Advice Past papers are available at AQA online. Combined Science (8464) 
students are taking the AQA Trilogy course (NOT Synergy). Students 

can also ask in school for past papers.  

A revision guide can be bought from the Science faculty but a wide 

variety of revision guides are available to buy, just make sure they 

cover the 2016 specification AQA course. 

There are various revision websites students can use including; BBC 

Bitesize / SAM Learning/ Seneca Learning. Best one thus far for 

electronic notes and past paper exam questions with mark schemes 

ordered by topic is Physics and Maths tutor.  

 

Teacher to contact Mr Burford  

Burforj@fullbook.surrey.sch.uk 

Paper  Duration % of Final Level Topics covered  

Biology Paper 1 1 hr 15 min 16.7 Bio 1-4 

• Cell Biology  

• Organisation  

• Infection and response 

• Bioenergetics 

Biology Paper 2 1 hr 15 min 16.7 Bio 5-7 

• Homeostasis and 

response  

• Inheritance, variation 

and evolution  

• Ecology 

Chemistry 

Paper 1 

1 hr 15 min 16.7 Chem 1-5 

• Atomic structure and the 

periodic table 

• Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter 

• Quantitative chemistry  

• Chemical changes  

• Energy changes  

 

 

 

 

mailto:Burforj@fullbook.surrey.sch.uk
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The levels (1-9) for each of the 6 papers will be averaged and students will receive 2 GCSE 

grades that show the average value.  

All papers are available in Higher or Foundation tiers. Higher tier papers allow students to 

obtain levels 4-9. Foundation Papers allow students to obtain levels 1-5.  

Questions in all 6 papers will have a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short 

answer and open response.  

 

Past Paper Exam Questions from exam board AQA:  

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources 

 

 

Revision Websites and Resources :  

 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb (revision and quiz)  

• https://primrosekitten.com/pages/get-exam-ready-gcse-science-aqa (past exam questions 

broken down into topics and videos on each chapter in science)  

• https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw (YouTube videos on 

each topics in science)  

• http://www.docbrown.info/index.htm (Provides revision notes and questions for GCSE 

sciences. Has been updated for 9-1.)  

• http://www.westsomersetcollege.org/science/  (A range of revision materials that could be 

downloaded and printed off with summaries of key facts)   

• https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/# (Past papers, exam questions by topic, revision 

notes, worksheets and solution banks)  

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ (past exam questions broken down into topics and videos 

on each chapter in science)  

• https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/science/aqa/combined-science-trilogy/16/ 

( revision notes, exam questions according to easy, medium and hard, past papers and 

flashcards)  

  

Chemistry 

Paper 2 

1 hr 15 min 16.7 Chem 6-10 

• Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter 

• The rate and extent of 

chemical change  

• Organic chemistry 

• Chemical analysis  

• Chemistry of the 

atmosphere 

• Using resources  

Physics Paper 1 1 hr 15 min 16.7 Phys 1-4 

• Energy 

• Electricity 

• Particle model of 

matter  

• Atomic structure  

Physics Paper 2 1 hr 15 min 16.7 Phys 5-7 

• Forces 

• Waves 

• Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb
https://primrosekitten.com/pages/get-exam-ready-gcse-science-aqa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
http://www.docbrown.info/index.htm
http://www.westsomersetcollege.org/science/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/science/aqa/combined-science-trilogy/16/
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